
 

 
Managing a species-rich grassland in Scotland 
 
The Haunn field at Treshnish Farm on the Isle 
of Mull is a spectacular herb-rich grassland 
awash with flowers in the spring and summer. 
It is part of the farms 90 ha in-by land and has 
open areas of unimproved grassland, boggy 
areas, rocky knolls and turf dykes providing a 
range of habitats. Spring starts with some 

early flowering plants like celandine and 
primrose with patches of bluebells. As the 
season progresses more flowers come into 
bloom including eight types of orchid - early 
purple orchid, greater butterfly orchid, 
fragrant orchid, northern marsh orchid, heath 
spotted orchid, small white orchid, frog 
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orchid and common spotted orchid. Other 
flowers include several types of eyebrights, 
sneezewort, fairy flax, harebell, lady's 
bedstraw, bird’s-foot-trefoil, mountain 
everlasting, wood bitter-vetch, field gentian 
and devil's bit scabious. In boggier areas 
ragged robin, marsh cinquefoil, marsh 
marigold and flag iris can be found. All of 
these wild flowers and grasses support a wide 
range of invertebrates like the dark green 
fritillary, scotch argus, small pearl bordered 
fritillary, common blue and six-spot burnet 
moth. A wealth of wildlife lives in the 
grassland. Corncrake, cuckoo, twite, golden 
plover, skylark and stonechat have all been 
spotted in the meadow, whilst barn owls and 
hen harrier are seen hunting.  
 
Carolyne Charrington explains why she and 
her husband Somerset are so enthused by the 
meadow: “We began farming for conservation 
on the previous farm we managed, (restoring 
hedgerows, field margins etc.) and when we 
moved to Treshnish Farm it was natural that 
we would take the same approach. The in-by 
fields had been very tightly grazed with little 
evidence of the abundant flora which was to 
return in time. We have been actively 
managing all our in-by grassland for birds, 
butterflies, wild flowers since 1995 and we 
started to see a variety of wild flowers 
appearing through carefully timed stock 
exclusion. This was our inspiration, as we 
slowly realised what rich biodiversity there 
was just waiting to emerge.”  
 
“When Anand Prasad, a knowledgeable 
botanist and bird watcher, came to live and 
work close-by in 2006, he began monitoring 
and recording the wildlife for us. The natural 
progression was to share his records and 
sightings through a blog 
(treshnishbirdlog.co.uk). We also started a 
farming blog in 2009 
(haunnblackhouse.blogspot.co.uk), which 
enables us to share why we farm in this way - 
the peaks and troughs of farming life, as well 
as recording through photographs and words 
the abundance of species here” says 
Carolyne. “We also use Twitter, Instagram 
and Facebook (@Treshnish) to share what is 
going on the farm and in the meadows! We 
have printed Anand Prasad’s ‘Birds of 
Treshnish and North Mull’ as well as his flora  © Carolyne Mazur 
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and fauna record for our holiday cottage 
guests to use as reference for what can be 
seen and found very locally. The more we 
learn about how special the meadow is, the 
more inspired we are to protect and enhance 
it further.” 
 
The Charringtons adopted a proactive grazing 
regime in 1995 excluding stock from Haunn 
field (and others) during the summer months. 
The farm was certified as organic from 1999 
to 2009, and no artificial fertiliser has been 
spread since 1996/7. A late cut silage has 
been made on the Haunn field since 1995, and 

 
since 2001 it has been cut on a four year 
rotation. This management enables the wild 
flowers to go to seed and ground nesting birds 
to safely rear their young before the field is 
cut.  
 
After the silage is cut the field is aftermath-
grazed by cattle and sheep until the weather 
deteriorates. The sheep graze the grassland 
during the winter and are rotated around the 
different in-by fields. The livestock are not 
supplementary fed on the Haunn field to 
avoid adding any nutrients to the soil.    
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Notable effects of this management are that 
the yellow rattle thrived under the organic 
system which also helped the diversity in the 
flora to improve. In the years when silage is 
not cut, cattle are allowed in at the end of 
the grazing break and, if necessary, the 
Haunn field is topped to clean it up, before 
letting the sheep back in. The current 
management system means there is at least a 
two month grazing break between the sheep 
leaving the field around lambing time, to the 
cattle coming back in at late summer or after 
the silage has been cut, but the break is 
normally longer than two months. The sheep 
are most beneficial in the winter nibbling the 
sward right down. 
 
Carolyne explains a little about the Scottish 
Rural Development Programme (SRDP) support 
scheme they had entered: “The agri-
environment scheme funding we received for 
the meadow was to encourage grassland birds 
and butterflies. The agreement specified the 
length of the grazing break and that in the 
silage rotation years we can’t cut silage until 
after September 1st in cutting years. 
Unfortunately the support scheme has now 
ended [in 2016] and the future for financial 
support for farming for wildlife is uncertain 
with the UK coming out of Europe.” 
  
To balance the economics of the farm with 
the management of the land meant that some 
adjustment was required to the stocking 
levels. Carolyne explains: “Our organic 
farming system relied on us making enough 
food to feed the cattle during the winter. In 
order to do this, without resorting to using 
artificial fertiliser again, we had to balance 
the number of cows we kept with the amount 
of food we could make – this meant we 
needed to reduce our cattle numbers from 30 
to 15. We introduced a small flock of Cheviot 
sheep to the in-by fields in 2009 purely to use 
them as a grazing tool, to ensure the fields 
are all grazed right down before the spring. 
We also hold the hill ewes in the fields for a 
period of time over the winter to mob graze 
fields as and when necessary – we bring them 
in for tupping time in November so they can 
benefit from the better grazing.”   
 
“Cattle have been an essential part of the 
grazing management across all the in-by 
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fields. Until October 2015 we had our own 
cattle, but now we have an arrangement with 
a neighbouring farmer that he brings his 
cattle here to graze between May and 
December. We are careful to keep cattle off 
the in-by ground in the winter to avoid 
poaching. We also make sure that we do not 
use animal medicines that have ivermectin in 
them.” 
 
Bracken is a problem on the Isle of Mull, as it 
grows too well, spreads rapidly and can be 
hard to control. At Treshnish Farm, accessible 
areas that can be cut are cut mechanically by 
towing a flail mower behind a tractor or quad 
bike, or treated with Asulox using a ‘weed-
wiper’.  Some areas are spot-treated using a 
hand lance (with Asulox) where it cannot be 
cut because cutting would endanger the wild 
flowers growing underneath. Larger 
inaccessible areas of bracken are sprayed by 
helicopter.  
 
“We have an ongoing programme of aerial 
bracken control and having done important 
bits of the hill in 2015 and 2016, we are 
planning to spray the rest of the bracken 
covered knolls in the Haunn meadow next 
year, moving onto our other in-by fields in the 
following years. With this management we 
hope to keep on top of the bracken problem 
and further enhance the fields for wildlife” 
says Carolyne. 

Thistles and docks are also controlled by 
strimming or spot-treatment, and the field 
drains are maintained to ensure that the 
different habitats within the field are 
protected. If necessary the Haunn field is 
harrowed in late winter to remove any dead 
material and the ground is spiked with an 
aerovator if silage has been made the season 
before to counter any compaction issues from 
running over the ground with the heavier 
silage machinery. 
 
Carolyne describes the effects of their 
management: “The main work which has 
resulted in the improvement of this meadow 
has been the careful grazing regime we have 
been doing for 20 years as well as looking 
after the condition of the soil, the drainage 
(in an area of high rainfall) and the purposeful 
lack of artificial fertiliser. The field went 
from being a closely grazed green field to a 
vibrant flowering species-rich grassland 
meadow. It has been wonderful to see that 
juggling the seasonal differences in grass 
growth, the health and well being of our 
cattle, the weather and the agri-
environmental scheme prescriptions we have 
to adhere to, has resulted in successfully 
encouraging so many wild flowers to flourish, 
particularly the abundant wood bitter-vetch 
which a lot of visitors to the meadow see here 
for the first time!”    
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In 2013, the Haunn field was chosen to be a 
donor meadow for the Coronation Meadow 
project in Argyll. So far, no one has come 
forward wanting to re-create or restore a 
meadow locally but there are close-by fields 
that would be ideal candidates for restoration 
expanding the area of calcareous grassland on 
the Isle of Mull. Carolyne says “we hope that 
we will be able to cut the meadow to use it as 
donor green hay for 'spreading' in the near 
future.”   
 
The future of the holding is secure under the 
Charringtons’ management but she does have 
concerns “Our SRDP funding for 
environmental measures came to an end in 

2016, and we have been advised that there is 
a risk we would not be successful despite our 
previous success in habitat management. 
Farming without this support will become 
more difficult for us; it means a significant 
drop to the farm income.  We are keen to 
continue to protect and enhance the different 
habitats on the farm, even if we are not 
successful in getting any further funding but 
now with Brexit the future for farms like ours 
is looking worryingly uncertain. We are deeply 
committed to looking after the abundant 
biodiversity that has returned over the last 20 
years and sincerely hope that we will be able 
to continue.”  
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